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WTB Nano 40c TCS Light tire review

Tubeless gravel tire that's ready for anything
BikeRadar score **** 4/5

BikeRadar verdict

"Tubeless-ready tire that excels on gravel and singletrack”

Highs: Great traction on loose surfaces, durable casing, fast-rolling tread
B Lows: Vague cornering on pavement

Buy if: You're looking for a high-volume tire for a mix of gravel and light trail use

The Nano Raptor has been in WTB's tire arsenal for decades. It's a favorite with cross-
country racers and has been the tire of choice for grueling endurance events such as the
Tour Divide. The Nano 40c is a scaled down version of this venerable tread design and is
supremely suited to mixed-surface rides and gravel racing.

As the name implies, the Nano 40c has a claimed width of 40mm. Our test tires actually
measured in at 41mm, so you get one more millimeter than you're paying for on rims with
an internal width of 20mm. The actual weight for our test tires was 535q each, which is

respectable for the category.

WTB offers the Nano 40c in this tubeless-compatible version as well as folding and wire
bead versions designed for use with inner tubes.

The high-volume, tubeless-compatible casing does an impressive job of balancing ride
quality with durability. While the Nano 40c is designed as a gravel tire, this tester was also
impressed with its performance on singletrack.

[ The Nano 40c uses WTB's TCS tubeless-ready casing

It was the tire | ran for the Grinduro, which is a gravel stage race that includes miles of
chunky gravel and even some rugged singletrack. In these conditions, the Nano 40c
shines. The open tread and ample side knobs inspire confidence through the corners and

provide plenty of braking traction when needed.

This shouldn't come as much of a revelation, considering the fact that WTB repurposed a
legacy mountain bike tread pattern to create the Nano 40c.
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) Plenty of widely-spaced knobs make the Nano 40c a great tire for monster-cross
adventures

This off-road performance does come with a trade-off. The Nano 40c rolls surprisingly
fast in a straight-line, thanks to the nearly continuous raised center tread and decidedly
round profile, however the steering becomes vague as the side knobs start to squirm on
pavement.

But this isn't a road tire, after all, and while there are smoother treads on the market, few
offer the same the level of versatility as the WTB Nano 40c.

If your all-road adventures consist of a mix of pavement and hard-packed dirt roads, there
are faster-rolling file tread options to consider. However, if you like to take your drop bar
bike on a mix of loose gravel and singletrack, the WTB Nano 40c is an excellent choice.
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bother

Dangerous, stupid or both

Josh has been riding and racing mountain bikes since 1998.
Being stubborn, endurance racing was a natural fit. Josh
bankrolled his two-wheeled addiction by wrenching at
various bike shops across the US for 10 years and even tried
his hand at frame building. These days Josh spends most of
his time riding the trails around his home in Fort Collins,

Joch Colorado.
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.......................... Discipline: Mountain, cyclocross, road
Preferred Terrain: Anywhere with rock- and root-
infested technical singletrack. He also enjoys
unnecessarily long gravel races.

ofg} Current Bikes: Trek Remedy 29 9.9, Yeti ASRc,

Specialized CruX, Spot singlespeed, Trek District 9
Dream Bike: Evil The Following, a custom Moots 27.5+
for bikepacking adventures
Beer of Choice: PER
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