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Mavic Ksyrium Elite road wheelset
review

Reinvented benchmark hoops remain an excellent all-round
choice
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BikeRadar verdict

"Worthwhile updates ensure Mavic's Ksyrium Elite wheels remain a great-value option”

Highs: Weight, price, performance, colours

B Lows: Slightly sharp edge to braking track

The Elite is the closest descendent of 1999's original Ksyrium, which for many years was
the benchmark wheelset. Mavic has been constantly refining them since then and for
2016 has given the Elites a new-look rim. It uses an updated version of Mavic's
interspoke-milling process (ISM 4D) that shaves away even more metal without
sacrificing strength at the spoke junctions, resulting in rims that are said to weigh 405g
each.

The rims have also increased in width. For a company that's so often been at the cutting-
edge of development, Mavic has been cautious in its adoption of the 'wider is better’

Organisation) recornmendations for rim and tyre widths, which say that a 17mm internal
width is sufficient for rubber up to 28mm wide. As such, the new Ksyrium Elites are
17mm internally and 22mm externally. The 2mm internal increase helps spread a 25mm
tyre profile further, resulting in an 18% increase in air volume.

The rims are made from Mavic's own Maxtal alloy and are 25mm tall (26.5mm at the
another 126q for the quick-releaé-é-gi-;éwérs. Mavic's Fore Drilling process means the
spoke nipples are screwed into the rim's inner face, leaving the rim bed completely intact.
This means the rims are much stronger but also eliminates the need for rim tape, which
helps to save a few more grams.

But how do they perform? Well, the Ksyrium has always been an all-rounder wheelset, and
the new Elites continue in that vein, with an excellent balance of strength and speed.
They're not the lightest wheels in that class any more, but maintain their competitive
edge, feeling taut and lively. A few prods on the pedals incites a rapid reaction from and an
instant increase in speed, though the braking tracks did have a slightly sharp edge.

The Elites also come with Mavic's 25mm Griplink front and Powerlink rear clincher tyres.
Previous versions were slated for lacking grip, but these are a real improvement and their
greater volume has been shown to reduce rolling resistance by 13% compared to
narrower tyres inflated to the same pressure.

In short Mavic has taken all that was good about the original Ksyriums and updated them
to and produce a great value, versatile pair of wheels.
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Dangerous, stupid or both

Robin began road cycling in 1988, and with mountain bikes
in their infancy, mixed experimental off-road adventures with
club time trials and road races. Cyclocross soon became a
winter staple, and has remained his favourite form of
competition. Robin has always loved the technical aspect of
building and maintaining bikes, and several years working in
a good bike shop only amplified that. Ten years as a

quln Forensic Photographer followed, honing his eye for detail in
Wilmott pictures and words. He has shot at the biggest pro events
Tech Writer, Tech since the '90s, and now he's here, drawing on all those
Hub, UK, Procycling experiences to figure out what makes a bike or component
M?_Q_ﬁ{fﬂé ........................... ] Yick

i Age: 45 Height: 178cm / 510"

Weight: 75kg / 165lb

Of' Discipline: Road, cyclocross, time trials
O Beer of Choice: Sierra Nevada Pale Ale



